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May  18,  1880. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 

Union  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 


3Ir.  Bland,  from  the  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures, 

submitted  the  following 


REPORT: 

[To  aceompany  hill  H.  E.  6025.] 

The  Committee  on  Coinage^  Weights  and  Measures^  to  whom  teas  referred, 

bill  H.  R.  G02o,  report: 

The  jmlicy  of  oiir  government  has  been,  and  is  now,  to  establish  assay 
oflices  and  mints  at  points  where  there  is  any  considerable  amount  of 
the  precious  metals  refined.  This  policy  is  intended  to  encourage  and 
facilitate  the  mining  tor  the  metals  out  of  which  our  currency  or  money 
is  made.  The  necessity  for  this  policy  at  the  present  time  is  greater 
than  ever  before  in  onr  history.  We  must,  in  a very  gTeat  degree,  de- 
pend upon  onr  supply  of  these  metals  to  maintain  a policy  of  resump- 
tion. We  cannot  expect  the  importation  of  bullion  to  continue  in  siif- 
ticient  quantities  to  meet  this  demand.  To  show  that  this  has  been  the 
policy,  the  following  memoranda,  by  request,  is  furnished  the  commit- 
tee by  the  Director  of  the  Mint : 

Memoranda  relative  to  establishment  of  mints  and  assay  offices. 

The  deY)Osits  of  gold  bullion  at  the  mint  at  Philadelphia  during  the  year  1837,  from 
the  milieu  of  the  Southern  States,  were  as  follows,  viz  : Virginia,  $52,100  ; North  Car- 
olina, $116,900;  South  Carolina,  $29,400;  Georgia,  $83,600. 

In  1838,  the  year  in  which  operations  were  commenced  at  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  and 
New  Orleans,  there  were  dei^ositedat — 

Philadelphia. — Virginia,  $5.5,000;  North  Carolina,  $66,000;  South  Carolina,  $13,000; 
Georgia,  $36,000. 

Charlotte. — From  all  domestic  sources,  $127,000. 

Dahlonega. — From  all  domestic  sources,  $135,700. 

New  Orleans. — From  all  domestic  sources,  $700. 

During  the  same  year  (1838)  the  deposits  of  silver  at  Philadelphia  amounted  to 
$2,301,200,  Y)rincipally  from  Mexico  and  South  America,  and  at  the  mint  at  New  Orleans 
$237,000. 

The  mint  at  San  Francisco  commenced  o])erations  in  1854. 

In  1853  the  deposits  of  domestic  gold  bullion  at  Philadelphia  amountctl  to  the  sum 
of  $52,843,787. 

In  1854,  at  Philadeli)hia,  $.35,713,358. 

In  1854,  at  San  Francisco,  $10,842,281. 

In  1854,  at  New  York,  $9,227,177. 

The  assay  oliice  at  New  York  was  started  the  same  ycaq  1854. 

The  mint  at  Denver  commenced  operations  as  an  assay  office  in  1864. 

The  (lejtosits  at  the  mints  in  186'3  from  Colorado  were  $1,896,330,  and  in  1864  $1,650,- 
355.  At  Denver  the  same  year,  $486,330. 

The  assay  oliice  at  Helena  was  opened  in  1877.  The  previous  year  the  deposits  from 
^lontana  were,  in  gold,  $1,933,356,  and  in  silver,  $203,729.  In  1877,  the  mints  received 
from  the  same  source  $2,050,011  in  gold  and  $467,433  in  silver,  and  the  assay  oliice  at 
Helena  received  $140,800  in  gold  and  $62,163  in  silver. 
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D(2)0sits  of  domestic  gold  and  silver  at  the  several  mints  and  assaij  offices  during  the  year  ended 

June  3U,  1879, 


Gold. 

Silver. 

Philadelphia 

$188,  092 
28,  907,  727 
318,  736 
410,  889 

$5,  457, 14.3 
13,  061,  977 
1,  020,  660 
6,  120 
824,  944 
6,  234,  635 
4,  218 
324,  697 
333 

San  Frauci.sco 

Cai’8011 

Denver  

New  Orleans 

New  York 

8,  203.  578 
67,  266 
404,  762 
48,  656 

Helena  

Chai'lotte 

\ 


Deposits  of  native  hullion  from  va7dous  mining  sections  ivhere  assay  offices  or  mints  are  located. 


Denver. 

Helena. 

Boise. 

Carson. 

Charlotte. 

At  all  other 
mints. 

Colorado 

$401,  440., 

$4,  910,  20» 
2,  250,  566 
863, 105 
6,  382, 176 
39,  386 

Montana 

$729,  459 

Idaho 

$67,  682 

Nevada 

$1,  234,  960 

North  Carolina 

$42,  008 

It  will  be  observed  from  this  memoranda  that  the  mint  at  Denver 
commenced  operations  as  an  assay  office  in  18C4,  and  that  there  was 
deposited  at  that  office  the  same  year  $486,320.  The  assay  office  at 
Helena,  Mont.,  was  opened  in  1877.  In  that  year  the  deposits  in  that 
office  were  $147,800  in  gold,  and  $02,163  in  silver.  In  1837  the  amount 
deposited  at  the  mint  in  Philadelphia  was  $200,000.  In  1838,  the  year 
in  which  operations  were  commenced  at  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  and  New 
Orleans,  tliere  was  deposited  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  $102,000,  at  Char- 
lotte $137,000,  at  Dahlonega  $135,700,  at  New  Orleans  $700. 

From  the  following  letter  received  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint  it 
will  be  observed  that  the  amount  of  bullion  is  about  three  millions  ])er 
annum,  of  which  about  10  per  cent,  is  gold,  thus  showing  that  the 
amount  of  bullion  now  refined  at  ISaint  Louis,  from  ores  shipped  there 
to  be  reduced,  exceeds  the  amount  of  bullion  deposited  at  all  the  mint>s 
and  assay  offices  in  the  United  States  in  the  year  1838: 


Tk e as  i 'ky  Department, 

Office  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May  12,  1880. 

Sir;  I liavc  the  honor  to  acluiowle(lo;e  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant, 
making  certain  inquiries  bearing  upon  the  estahlishnieut  of  an  assay  office  in  Saint 
Ijouis,  Mo.,  as  follows  : 

First.  What  is  the  amount  of  hullion  relined  at  Saint  Louis? 

In  reply  to  this  question  I would  state  that  the  amount  of  hullion  refined  at  Saint 
Louis,  as  I learned  uiion  a recent  visit  to  that  city,  is  about  !i(i3,000,000  per  annum,  of 
which  about  10  iier  cent,  is  gold. 

Second.  What  has  been  the  coinage  for  the  last  ten  months  of  the  mint  at  New  Or- 

1 0 H H S ? 

The  coinage  at  New  Orleans  during  the  iieriod  named  has  been  4,231,000  silver  dol- 
lars and  |81,h00  in  g(dd  coin. 

Third.  What  is  the  distance  from  Saint  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  and  also  from  New 
York  to  New  Orleans  ? 

'I'he  distance  from  Saint  Louis  to  New  Orleans  is  725  miles,  and  to  New  York  1,067 
miles,  and  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans  1,488  miles. 

Fourth.  Wliat  saving  per  1,000,000  silver  dollars  would  be  effected  if  bullion  could 
be,  jHirchased  at  Saint  Louis  at  the  New  York  rate,  le.ss  cost  of  transportation,  and 
sent  to  New  Orleans  at  same  rate  as  to  New  York  ? 

In  reply  to  this  interrogatory,  I would  state  that,  assuming  silver  bullion  could  be 
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]nirchasetl,  not  above  the  New  York  rate,  at  Saiut.  Louis,  less  cost  of  traus)>ovtation, 
aud  upon  the  supposition  contained  in  your  letti.n-,  that  the  cost  of  transportation  from 
Saint  Louis  to  New  Orleans  would  1k‘ the  same  as  from  Saint  Louis  to  New  Yojk,  I 
ostimate  that  the  saving  to  the  government  on  l|!l,000,000  worth  of  bullion  would  bo 
about  $6,000. 

Verv  respectfnllv, 

HORATIO  C.  m:RCHARH, 

Director. 

lion.  R.  P.  Bland, 

House  of  Jiepreseuiniires. 

This  shows  that  if  the  policy"  of  the  govern  incut  heretofore  adojited  in 
reference  to  the  mining  interests  of  the  country  is  to  be  continued,  an 
assay  ohice  is  imperatively  demanded  at  Saint  Louis.  It  will  be  un- 
necessary to  go  into  the  details  to  show  the  natural  advantages  of  Saint 
Louis  in  this  regard.  Aiipended  to  this  report  is  a statement  of  the  lion. 
Nathan  Cole,  a member  of  the  Forty-tifth  Congress  from  Saint  Louis,  giv- 
ing this  information.  xVs  a matter  of  economy  it  will  pay  the  government 
to  establish  a mint  at  Saint  Louis.  It  is  shown  from  the  letter  of  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint  that  if  bullion  can  be  assayed  by  the  government  at  Saint 
Louis  a saving  of  $0,000  on  every  million  dollars  can  be  effected  in  the 
cost  alone  of  transportation  to  New  York,  in  the  purchase  of  silver  bul- 
lion to  be  coined  at  New  Orleans.  The  bullion  retined  at  Saint  Louis, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  assay  office  there,  must  be  shipped  to 
New  York  or  ITiiladeliihia  for  government  assaying  before  the  gov- 
ernment can  purchase  it  for  coining  ])urposes.  The  mint  at  ITiiladel- 
l)hia  is  unable  to  coin  all  the  gold  bullion  required  to  be  coined  at  that 
place  and  the  amount  of  silver  bullion  required  to  be  coined  under  ex- 
isting laws.  Conse(iuently,  after  this  bullion  is  assayed  at  New  York  it 
is  shipped  from  there  to  New  Orleans  for  coinage  at  the  mint  there.  So 
that  it  is  evident  that  with  an  assay  office  at  Saint  Louis  the  bullion 
could  be  there  assayed  and  shipped  thence  to  New  Orleans  for  coinage 
at  a saving  of  $6,000  j)er  million  dollars.  The  amount  of  bullion  coined 
at  the  New  Orleans  mint  for  the  last  ten  months  is  $4,231,000.  The 
amount  of  saving  on  three  millions  worth  of  bullion  would  be  $18,000. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  to  establish  an  assay  office  at  Saint  Louis  by 
which  these  three  millions  of  dollars  in  bullion  relined  at  that  place  may 
be  there  assayed  and  shii)ped  to  the  mint  at  New  Orleans  the  govern- 
ment will  save  $18,000  per  annum  in  transportation.  This  will  make  an 
assay  office  a paying  establishment  from  the  beginning.  This  could  not 
liave  been  said  in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  assay  offices  at 
Helena,  Denver,  and  Charlotte,  at  the  time  tliej^  were  established,  and 
probably  not  even  at  the  present  time.  But  it  is  deemed  to  be  the  policy 
of  the  government  to  establish  assay  offices  wheresoever  by  doing  so 
the  mining  interest  of  the  country  will  be  ])erceptibly  benefited. 

The  appropriations  for  this  year  for  the  assay  office  at  Boise  City  are, 
for  salary  of  assayer,  who  performs  the  duty  of  melter,  $2,000  ; one  clerk, 
$1,000;  in  all,  $3,000.  For  incidental  aiid  contingent  expenses,  includ- 
ing labor,  $6,000;  making  a total  of  $0,000.  At  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  for 
sal  iry  of  assayer  and  melter,  $1,500;  assistant  assayer,  $1,250;  in  all, 
$2,750.  For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  including  labor,  $1,000 ; 
in  all,  $3,700.  At  Helena,  Mont.,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  are  $5,050  ; 
wages  of  workmen,  $12,000;  incidental  and  contingent  expenses, 
$12,000  ; in  all,  $20,050. 

In  view  of  the  cliea})iiess  of  fuel  and  of  chemicals  and  labor  in  Saint 
Louis,  as  well  as  of  all  the  commodoties  entering  into  the  economy  of 
life,  an  assay  office  could  be  maintained  at  that  point  cheaper  than  at 
Helena,  Mont.,  and  at  a cost  not  exceeding  that  at  Boise  City.  The 
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biiilcliiig  iio\Y  occupied  as  a custom-liouse  and  ])Ost  office  at  Saint  Louis^ 
tbe  pro]Kn’ty  of  tlie  government,  will  ansver  all  the  purposes  of  an  assay 
office.  Tliis  bnilding  was  recently  inspected  by  the  Director  of  tLe  Mint, 
and  on  bis  examination  by  tbe  committee  lie  stated  that  it  Avas  well 
adapted  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  a mint  or  assay  office.  This  build- 
ing, as  soon  as  the  new  custom-house  is  completed,  Avill  be  ATicant  and 
must  be  used  by  the  government  for  some  pui'iiose  or  sold  at  a great 
sacrifice.  Consequently  the  only  expense  attending  the  establishment 
of  an  assay  office  at  that  ])lace  Avill  be  the  material  and  machineiy  nec- 
essary for  that  purpose.  Inasmuch  as  Saint  Louis  is  situated  Avest  of 
the  Mississippi  Kh^er,  huAiug  many  connections  by  railAvay  with  all  the 
mining  States  and  Territories  Avest  and  south,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that 
Avith  the  establishment  of  an  assay  office  in  this  city,  thereby  opening 
up  a market  on  the  part  of  the  government  for  bullion,  that  more  than  suf- 
ficient bullion  will  be  there  assayed  to  supiilj^  the  mint  at  New  Orleans. 
Should  this  be  so  and  the  NeAv  Orleans  Mint  be  made  to  coin  at  the  rate 
of  fi\"e  or  six  millions  a year — and  it  Avill  be  required  to  coin  at  its  full 
capacity  in  the  future — aa  e observe  a saving  in  this  plan  in  the  ])urchase 
of  bullion  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  from  $30,000  to  $35,000  per 
annum. 

But  a consideration  not  to  be  OAmrlooked  is  the  necessity  for  a mint 
in  theMississii)pi  Yulley,  and  especially  at  the  city  of  Saint  Louis,  AAdiere 
at  least  ten  millions  of  bullion  could  be  ship])ed  and  coined  annually, 
thereby  saving  not  onl}-  the  cost  of  the  transportation  of  the  bullion 
from  there  to  NeAv  Orleans,  but  also  aa'ouUI  greatly  aid  the  distribution 
and  placing  in  circulation  of  this  amount  of  sih'er  dollars.  With  these 
considerations  so  generally  outlined  in  this  report,  together  AA'ith  others 
Avhich  may  suggest  themselves,  should  the  policy  of  flic  unlimited  coin- 
age of  sih^er  by  adopted,  it  is  very  evident  that  an  assay  office  should 
be  established  at  Saint  Louis.  The  committee  therefore  report  back  the 
bill  faA^orably  and  recommend  its  passage. 


APPENDIX. 

Statement  of  Hon.  Nathan  Cole,  of  Saint  Lo:ds,  Mo. 

■Washington,  March  *25,  187cf. 

Mr.  CiiAiKMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN  : I do  Hot  pro])Ose  in  any  argument  I make  tins 
morning  to  antagonize  any  of  the  interests  ^y]neh  have  presented  themselves  for  eon- 
sideration.  I recognize  in  all  of  these  cities  ■which  have  api»lied  here  for  the  ])rivilege 
of  having  a mint  located  at  these  resi)eetive  points  very  v orthy  and  substantial  com- 
petitors. I am  very  familiar  v ith  all  of  these  cities,  and  as  an  American  citizen  1 am 
])roud  of  them  all.  In  some  of  them  I have  ])ro]>erty  interests  myself  : hut  I feel  tlrs 
deeply,  that  if  all  the  eireumstauces  and  advantages  vhich  i»oint  and  gravitate  to 
Sainf  Louis  are  permitted  to  vork  their  natural  results,  the  conclusion  to  vliieli  the 
committee  ■will  come,  it  seems  to  me,  mu.st  he  favorable  to  us,  and  vill  he  that  8aint 
Louis  is  the  point — the  great  commanding  point — for  this  mint. 

I desire,  therefore,  to  thank  you  for  the  ])rivilege  of  stating  to  your  honorable  hody 
some  of  th(^  reasons  vhy  1 regard  the  S(*lection  of  the  city  of  Saint  Louis  as  a suitable 
jdaee  for  the  erection  of  a mint,  soon,  I trust,  to  be  ]>ut  in  operation  by  our  p>vernment,. 
and  I shall  preface  those  reasons  by  asking  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  vhile  I 
review  brietlv  the  history  of  oui-  beautil'ul  city,  and  the  characteristics  of  its  goodly 
inhabitants,  as  th<‘re  are  several  of  the  gentlemen  of  this  committee  who  have  never 
visited  it,  or  had  the  ])leasure  of  seeing  what  we  who  live  there  deem  to  be  the  central 
jewel  u])on  that  pearly  hand  Avhich,  stretching  from  the  far-otf  thushing  Avalers  of  the 
grand  old  Paeiiic,  is  studded  with  8an  Francisco,  D<“nvei',  Kansas  City,  Indiana]>olis, 
Cincinnati,  Columbus,  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  whose  stately  s])ires^ 
.are  reflected  in  the  waters  of  the  mighty  Atlantic.  U]ion  this  belt  of  our  eontineut, 
frojii  its  tcm])erat(5  clim.ate,  its  productive  soil,  and  its  salubrious  location,  are  to  be^ 
gathered  in  the  not  distant  future,  the  grandest,  noblest,  and  richest  communities  of 
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tliOAvorld,  as  the  ^reat  waters  oftlie  ocean  are  hy  the  action  of  the  cartli’s  movements 
heaped  up  at  the  equator  in  their  juofonndest  depth  and  mi<;htiest  tides. 

Saint  Louis,  Missouri,  is  situatc’d  in  north  latitude  MS  dej^iaa's  37  iniuutes  and  37,.”> 
seeouds,  and  in  longitude  0 degrees  no  minutes  and  seconds  west  from  Mhishing- 

toii.  It  is  on  the  west  hank  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  twenty  miles  below  the  month  of 
the  Missouri  Liver,  and  has  a commanding  site,  with  beantiful  suburbs  and  line  har- 
bor. The  city  is  built  on  a limestone  formation  undulating  back,  and  rising  to  (piito 
a high  elevation.  The  climate  is  temperate,  the  water  abundaut  and  good,  and  fuel 
aud  food  can  be  procured  at  the  lowest  prices.  From  its  natural  drainage  a system 
of  sewerage  has  been  greatly  facilitated.  All  of  these  causes  combined  have  made  it^ 
as  a comparison  of  the  mortality  statistics  of  the  cities  of  the  world  shows,  the  health- 
iest ot  them  all.^  1 select  trom  the  statistics  ot  the  llrooklyn  board  of  health  a few 
figures  illustrating  this,  being  the  ratio  of  deaths  annually  in  each  1,000  of  po])ula- 
tioii: 


New  York *04.  70 

Erooklyu A..  17.41 

Eostou go 

C'iaciimati 14.  90 

Cleveland 14.44 

Kichmoud 18.11 

Ncav  Orleaus 22 

London ‘^8.  01 


Eerlin 22.01 

Dresden 21.  05 

Faris 28.00 

Dublin 35.  07 

Edinburgh 20.02 

Adenna 31.  04 

Calcutta 48.  00' 

Saint  Louis 9.  05 


The  Chaikmax.  Do  you  state  that  it  is  the  healthiest  city  in  the  Avorld  ? 

Ml.  Cole.  \es,  sir.  The  report  the  statement  is  taken  from  is  a .statement  made  by 
the  Eiooknu  board  of  health,  showing  the  comparatn  e rates  of  niortalitv  in  various. 
American  aud  loreign  cities,  Avliicb  1 iioAv  liaud  you. 

Saint  Louis  vas  founded  February  15,  1704,  by  Pierre  Laclede  Laguist,  and  was  in- 
tendeu  af  hrst  to  be  a mere  trading-post.  It  Avas  named  in  honor  of  Louis  the  Fif- 
teenth of  France. 


Although  subject  to  the  authority  of  Spain  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1703,  Saint 
Louis  Avas  practically  under  French  control,  and  remained  so  until  1770.  In  1780  the 
teiiitoiA  of  Louisiana  aa'us  retroceded  to  Fi’ance,  and  on  Aj)!!!  30,  1803,  AA’as  purchased 

by  the  United  States.  Ihe  transfer  of  this  A’ast  domain  took  i)lacc  at  Saint  Louis- 
March  9,  1804.  ^ 

Its  early  i)opulation  Avere  adventurers,  hardy  aud  mirthful,  the  French  element 
laigel}  predominating,  trade  })ushed  its  voyageurs  u])  all  the  tributary  streams; 
quite  a commerce  in  peltries  Avas  established  abroad,  and  Avhen  acipiired  by  the  United 
States  Saint  Louis  is  said  to  haA'e  contained  150  houses,  AA'ith  1,500  inhabitants,  ex- 
porting yearly  furs  to  the  value  of  |!200,000. 

Ihe  toAAUAvas  incorporated  NoA’ember  9,  1809.  Its  di.stauce  from  Louisville  then 
Avas  a tAventy-tive  days’  journey,  aud  a two  months’  voyage  from  New  Orleans  Avas  con- 
sidered fastdime.  1 he  toAv-path,  trodden  by  the  blistered  feet  of  men,  and  the  bateau,, 
or  keel- boat,  Avere  the  mediums  of  transit. 


On  the  2d  of  August,  1817,  only  sixty  years  ago,  the  first  steamboat,  the  Pike,  Cap- 
tam  Lced,  beat  her  sIoav  and  toilsome  Avay  up  the  Avaters  of  the  great  river,  and  an- 
choicd  at  the  little  hreuch  A'illage — the  Avouder  of  the  entire  jiopulatiou  of  men, 
Avomen,  and  children.  Thence  a ncAV  era  dawned  upon  the  happy  but  careless  little 
hamlet.  Pojmlation  began  to  IIoaa"^  in,  and  trade  aud  commerce  "to  increase.  Astor 
located  the  Avestern  dei>artmeut  of  his  companj'  there  in  1819.  Eefore  this,  Lewis 
and  Clarke,  the  two  great  exjiloicrs  of  the  Avestern  Avilderuess,  had  projected  from 
thence  their  heroic  expedition,  and  akso  from  thence.  General  Ashley  afterward  set  out 
to  explore  the  passes  of  the  Pocky  Mountains.  Indeed,  from  this  time  on,  it  becamcr 
the  headquarters  of  all  the  great  exploi'ing  expeditious  of  that  A’ast  domain  and  t.:rra 
incognita  Avhich  lay  beyond,  pushing  its  trade  to  the  headwaters  of  the  great  Missouri, 
and  establishing  in  remote  aud  difficult  regions  its  tradiug-i>osts  Avith  the  Indian 
tribes  ot  that  country,  and  gradually  breaking  the  Avay  for  the  grand  ciA'ilization  Avhich. 
has  so  hap])ily  follOAved. 

In  1821  the  State  of  Mi.ssouri  Avas  born  amid  the  throes  and  convulsions  of  the  nation, 
aud  on  December  9,  1822,  the  first  mayor,  Dr.  William  Carr  Lane,  a noble  specimen  of 
that  historic  race  just  jiassed  arvay,  Avas  elected,  and  Saint  Louis  essayed  to  be  a city. 
In  her  limits  there  lived  then  many  citizens  Avhose  names  haA'e  become  national  and 
famous  in  our  history,  Earton  aud  E.ates,  Eenton,  Lucas,  and  O’Fallon,  Gever  and 
Gamble. 

The  little  cjty  Avas  not  Avithout  its  special  trials.  The  panic  of  1837  seA’erely  crip- 
])led  its  rising  energies,  Avhile  the  great  flood  of  1844,  unprecedented  in  the  history  of 
the  country,  threatened,  and  in  fact  almo.st  swept  aAvay.  the  entire  resources  of  the 
peo])le  tributary  to  it;  then  the  plague  and  tire  of  1849  fell  like  some  aAvful  visitation 
of  the  angry  gods  upon  the  devoted  city,  the  former  carrying  off  one-sixth  of  her  pop- 
ulation, and  the  latter  greatly  criiq)ling  her  marine  by  the  immen.se  destruction  other 
beautiful  steamers  and  sAveeping  uAvay  many  hundreds  of  her  business  hou.scs. 
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Tlifse  disasters  wonld,  it  seems,  almost  liave  paralyzed  a less  heroic  and  tenacious 
people,  hut  they  only  seemed  to  nerve  her  with  greater  and  still  greater  power  and 
courage. 

In  1851  she  hegan,  unaided  hy  foreign  assistance,  that  system  of  railways  which  has 
long  since  culminated  in  making  lu“r  tire  enlrepot  of  a larger  number  of  main  trunk 
lines  than  center  in  any  othei-  city  of  onr  continent.  Her  career  on  and  up  to  the 
war  was  marked  with  the  juost  wonderful  strides  of  develo])ment  and  ])rogress.  This 
sad  calamity,  however,  could  not  hut  fall  like  the  dark  pall  of  soj-row  upon  a people 
who  honestly  divided  in  the  differences  which  then  prevai'.cd,  and  which  culminated 
for  a time  in  alienation,  snsjticion,  and  open  war. 

When,  however,  ])cace,  with  lier  white-robed  messenger  of  good-will  to  all,  again 
made  her  homo  with  us,  her  citizens  wore  the  very  first  to  give  expression  to  theii' joy 
by  a ha]»])y  and  mutual  coalescing  for  the  common  weal;  and  here  permit  me  to  say 
where  wild  war  first  reddened  the  sky  with  lurid  Haines  and  the  earth  with  the  blood 
of  brothers,  here  these  brothers  struck  hands,  and  I trust  hearts,  in  the  work  of  recon- 
ciliation from  the  heart,  and  which,  while  however  differing  as  to  opinions,  has  been 
always  towards  a common  end,  the  prosperity  of  each,  the  fraternity  of  all. 

I could  go  on  to  speak  of  her  magnificent  system  of  water-works,  her  extended  gas- 
works, lier  wonderful  manufacturing  establishments,  her  superb  ])ublic  buildings,  her 
renowned  and  unequaled  parks,  and  last,  but  not  least,  her  remarkably  honorable  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  and  dealers,  whose  names  have  al way's  been  a synionyin  for 
integrity,  fair  dealing,  energy  and  indn.stry.  Permit  me  here  to  exhibit  the  popula- 
tion, which  illustrates  her  wonderful  progress : 


1799 925 

1810 : 1,400 

1820 4,928 

1828 5,  000 

1830 5;  802 

1833 .*6,  397 

1852 94,000 

1850 125,200 

1859 185,587 

1806 204,327 

1870  310,864 

1871  350,  000 

1835 . 8' 310 

1872 400,000 

1837 12,040 

1840 16,409 

1844 , 34,140 

1873  428',  126 

1874  450,000 

1875  495,000 

1850 74;  439 

1877 501 ; 480 

Mr.  Brewer.  In  what  manm!r  are  the  last  results  which  you  give  ascertained? 

Mr.  Cole.  They  are  estimated.  The  last  is  taken  from  our  city  directory,  and  cal- 
culated upon  the  usual  basis.  This  basis  is  fixed  by  the  best  information  that  we  can 
obtain,  and  the  estimate  is,  in  the  opinion  of  experts  in  the  matter,  rather  under  than 
over  the  truth. 

Neither  has  this  city  been  behind  her  more  favored  compeers  in  the  matter  of  educa- 
tion, which  had  its  early  and  warm  supporters  among  the  names  I have  mentioned, 
-and  others  who  aided  in  laying  broad  and  deep  those  solid  foundations  of  her  own  and 
her  loved  nation’s  grandeur.  Her  colleges,  the  Saint  Louis  University,  the  Christian 
Brothers,  the  fVashington  University',  the  Mary  Institute,  and  others  com}>are  favor- 
ably' witli  any'  in  the  broad  land.  Her  more  than  sixty' public  schools,  with  nearly'  one 
thousand  teachers  and  from  forty' to  fifty' thousand  jmpils;  her  medical  schools  ; her 
chui’ches  of  all  denominations  thickly'  studding  her  streets  and  bidding  welcome  to  all 
her  people  ; her  fine  hotels,  are,  as  they'  shouhl  be,  her  pride  and  gloiy. 

I must  not  forget  to  mention  her  great  steel  bridge,  the  creation  of  one  of  her  own 
citizens,  spanning  the  Father  of  Waters ; in  length  2,225  feet ; two  spans  of  500  feet 
each,  and  one  of  520  feet,  being  the  longest  span  ever  erected.  Those  are  framed  of 
.steel  tubes  sustaining  truss-ribbed  arches,  fastened  by' charcoal-iron  bracing  the  whole. 
The  entire  structure,  costing  over  ten  millions,  is  recognized  as  the  finest  bridge  in  the 
world. 

By' the  la.st  census  she  ranked  as  the  third  city'  in  population  and  the  fourth  in  man- 
ufactures. Comparisons  since  made,  showing  the  capital  employed  in  the  production 
-of  forty'  leading  manufacturing  esrablishmeuts,  demonstrate  an  increase  of  3(3  percent. 
The  manufactures  now  aggregate  over  two  hundred  millions  annually'. 

With  a river  marine  traversing  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  miles  of  water-ways, 
with  sixteen  trunk-lines  of  railways  centering  there,  with  ample  banking  capital  and 
facilities,  she  is  situated  so  as  to  (ILstribute  whatever  is  ma,de  in  her  borders  so  as  to 
reach  in  the  shortest  time  and  at  the  lowest  expense  of  transit  a population  etpial  to 
fully  one-fourth  of  the  jieople  of  the  great  nation. 

I might  go  on,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  speak  of  the  wonderful  impulse  given  to  the  com- 
merce of  our  city  by'  reason  of  the  improvements  at  the  month  of  the  Missis.sippi,  by' 
which  the  movement  of  grain  the  ])ast  y'ear  has  increased  many' millions  of  Imsliels  on 
that  cheap  highway'  of  the  nation,  and  by'  which  we  confidently'  expect  to  lay'  down 
grain  and  other  cereals  in  Liverpool  at  a rate  not  exceeding  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
in  the  near  future. 
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The  Chairman.  Do  you  iiu-aii  for  the  whoh*  traiis)»ortatiou,  hy  Avay  of  llie  oeeaii  f 

Mr.  Cole.  Yes,  sir  ; river  steamers  aiul  barges  via  N(ov  Orleans,  ami  theuee  by  ocean 
vessels  to  Liverpool;  thus  laying  the  people  of  the  Old  M’^orhl  under  direct  eoniiilui- 
tion  to  us  for  their  daily  bread  at  a co.st  which  M ill  lill  their  hearts  with  gladues.s,  at 
l)rices  heretofore  unknown,  develop  the  great  and  M’ondnnis  capacity  of  o>ir  virgin 
soil,  and  lay  the  foundations  of  exchanges  Avhich  M ill  make  onr  city  the  })eer  of  any  in 
onr  beloved  country. 

I nOM'  ask  your  kind  indulgence  to  the  practical  ))()ints  M’hich  stani])  onr  city  as  the 
special  i)oint,  adapted  as  none  other  is  in  onr  Avhole  land  for  the  purposes  of  this  mint 
M'hich  M'e  appeal  to  yon  to  bestoM'  u])on  us,  and  thus  make  ns  happy  by  the  benefac- 
tion, and  at  the  same  time  res]»ond  to  the  be.st  intere.sts  of  many  millions  of  your  fel- 
low-citizens, M’hose  direct  interests  M'ill  be  enhanced  by  such  action. 

I ask  noM'  to  lay  befon'  you  a map  Avhich  I have  had  prejtared,  so  that  you  can  see 
hoAV  singularly  fortunate  rve  are  situated  as  to  the  radii  of  cities  and  onr  general  posi- 
tion Avith  reference  to  the  princii)al  gold  and  sih  er  bearing  region  of  the  Kocky- 
Mountains.  (Mr.  Cole  here  submitted  a map  to  the  committee,  shoAving  the  location  of 
the  various  cities,  raihvays,  Ac.)  Take  the  first  circle  of  one  hundred  miles;  in  itAve 
haA’e  Cairo,  Odin,  Fana,  Springfield,  Quincy,  Moberly,  Jefferson  City,  and  LeVianon. 
ScA’cral  of  these  cities  contain  a impulatiou  of  over  25,000  inhabitants.  The  second 
circle  is  tAA’o  hundred  miles;  in  it  Ave  liaA'e  La  Salle,  Burlington,  Muscatine,  Peoria, 
Bloomington,  Keokuk,  Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott,  Pierce  City,  Memjihis,  Evansville, 
Terre  Haute — all  thrifty,  enterprising,  energetic  commnnitie.s,  ranging  from  100,000 
doAVU  to  30,000,  20,000,  15,000,  or  10,000  inhabitants.  The  next  circle  Avill  embrace 
more  prominent  places  still : Indianajiolis,  Chicago,  Dubuque,  Des  Moines,  Omaha, 
Saint  Joseph,  LeaveiiAvorth,  Toiieka,  Fort  Gibson,  Little  Rock,  Gi’auada,  Na.sliAdlle, 
and  LouisA'ille,  all  of  Avhich  are  cities  of  great  imjiortance,  some  of  them  the  pride  of 
the  Avhole  nation,  with  i»opnlations  ranging  from  10,000  to25,0lX),  from  50,000,  100,000, 
200,000  to  400,000  ])eople.  The  fourth  circle  embraces  the  magnificent  cities  of  Vicks- 
burg, Frankfort,  Cincinnati,  MilMvaukee,  La  Crosse,  Lincoln,  and  the  rising  cities  of 
that  great  State  just  uom”^  teeming  Avith  actiA'e  emigrants,  Dallas,  Paris,  Sherman, 
Marshall,  Texarkana,  and  others.  The  fifth  circle  or  ii\’-e  hundred  miles  gives  us  the 
cities  of  Montgomery,  Atlanta,  Columbus,  Detroit,  Toledo,  and  those  young  but  groAv- 
in  cities  in  Dakota,  Nebra.ska,  Kansas,  and  the  Indian  Territory.  Our  sixth  circle 
gives  us  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  MilledgeA  ille,  Augusta,  Wheeling,  Pittsburgh,  DeuA^er, 
Austin,  and  Galveston.  Our  seA^euth  gives  us  Tallahassee,  Columbia,  and  Buffalo. 
The  eighth  gives  us  Charleston,  Richmond,  Raleigh,  Harrisburg,  Rochester,  on  the 
southeast  and  east,  and  on  the  Avest  lands  us  in  the  belt  of  the  most  Avonderful  and 
yet  to  be  the  most  productive  fields  of  jirecious  metals  the  Avorld  has  eA'er  kiioM  U and 
perhaps  ever  Avill  knoAAL 

Asking  your  pardon,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  these  preliminary  remarks,  I uoav  proceed 
to  the  practical  questions  by  M hich  I propose  to  prove  to  this  committee  that  our  city 
is  pre-eminently  fitted  to  be  your  selection  for  the  mint  Avhich  our  people  so  much  de- 
sire to  have  in  their  borders. 

First.  We  claim  to  be  and  are  the  cheapest  fuel  market  AA'est  of  Pittsburgh.  This 
essential,  so  recjuisite  for  cheap  living  and  cheap  manufacturing,  is  of  the  most  abun- 
dant supply  in  Saint  Louis. 

Mr.  Brewer.  The  fuel  to  Avhich  you  refer  is  coal? 

Mr.  Cole.  Yes,  sir.  Not  only  do  many  of  our  raihvays  run  direct  to  the  great  coal- 
fields of  Illinois,  the  first  of  M'hich  Ave  strike  Avithin  eight  miles  of  our  city,  but  the 
supply  is  found  in  inexhaustible  quantities  Avithin  the  very  limits  of  the  city  itself. 
I Avill  uoM"  give  you  the  recei])ts  of  the  article  for  the  past  tiA'e  years,  to  shoAv  you  the 
magnitude  of  this  trade,  Avhich  is  only  as  yet  in  its  infancy.  At  present  coal  can  be 
had  at  one  dollar  per  ton  on  the  Illinois  side  of  the  river,  and  it  is  apparent  that  the 
price  of  this  article  mustnoAv  range,  deliA’cred  at  the  A'arious  manufactorie.s,  at  from 
si. 25  to  §1.50  ]>er  ton  for  the  finest  grades  of  coal. 

The  CiiAiRMAX.  What  did  you  say  Avas  the  pre.sent  price  of  coal  there  ? 

Mr.  Cole.  I liaA'e  a letter  stating  that  it  is  noAv  §1.40  per  ton. 

The  amount  of  coal  received  in  Saint  Louis  in  1873  Avas  32,608,795  bushels;  the 
amount  I’cceived  ill  1874  Avas  29,823,050  Imshels ; the  amount  received  in  1875  was 
32,466,650  bushels;  the  amount  received  in  1876  Avas  32,073,125  bu.shels  ; and  the 
amount  receiA’cd  in  1877  Avas  35,S56,850  bushels,  of  80  pounds  each. 

The  next  in  order  to  chea]»  living  is  the  consideration  of  cheap  rents.  The  supply 
of  tenant  houses,  instead  of  dimini.shing  since  the  panic  of  1873,  has  been  steadily 
increasing  by  the  erection  of  neM'  aiid  more  suitable  dM'ellings  for  operatiA'cs  and  men 
of  small  means.  Thus  Ave  find  that  Ave  have  built,  in  1875,  1,972  houses  ; in  1876, 1,825, 
and  in  1877,  2,115. 

The  prices  of  real  estate  and  the  cost  of  building  liaA’ing  been  gi'eatly  reduced,  good, 
comfortable  houses  can  uoav  be  had  at  a rate  M'hich  before  1873  Avould  liaAm  been  im- 
po.ssible,  and  families  can  secure  good,  comfortable  quarters  at  from  five  to  eight 
dollars  ]ier  month. 

Next  in  order  of  cheap  living  is  bread  and  meat.  A good  sound  flour,  suitable  for 
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laniily  iiso,  now  raujvos  from  .'B:?.50  to  .f  t.oO  por  liairol ; com  ineal  from  to  $2.2")  po.v 
barri‘1  ; i)otato(>s,  from  to  (iO  cents  p(‘r  bnsliel ; beef,  5 cents  and  upward;  )>acon, 
sides,  from  f-f  to  7 cents ; slioniders,  from  4 to  1-J  c(mts  ; hams,  from  74  toJ^d  cents;  eggs, 
from  74  to  15  cents  ; butter,  from  15  to  cents.  " The  su])pl j of  che.ap  frc.sli’meaf  s at  our 
packing-houses  and  beef-cauning  establishments,  for  those  parts  not  usually  cured, 
such  ns  spare-ribs,  tenderloins,  hearts,  livers,  and  other  parts,  are  to  be  liad  at  prices 
iar  below  those  nann'd,  so  that  families  who  wish  to  economize  may  have  daily  sup- 
plies of  these  part.s — and  they  are  of  the  most  palatable  and  delicious  character  when 
suitably  prepared — at  a cost  per  diew,  toa  tamily  of,  say,  five  persons,  not  exceeding 
twenty  cents  ]>er  day.  All  other  articles,  vegetables,  fruits,  Ac.,  iu  their  season,  may 
be  had  at  prices  whiidi  are  upon  the  very  lowest  scale;  sq  that  laborers,  at  the  prices 
now  current,  ifil  to  ,§l.->5  ])cr  day  for  common  labor,  and  $2  to  .iii2..50  per  day  for  skilled 
labor,  can  live  comfortably  even  upon  these  .seemingly  low  wages. 

M'e  now  come  to  the  chemicals  required  for  the  purpo.se  of  minting,  all  of  which,  as 
well  as  the  metals  required,  are  manufactured  on  the  largest  scale  ajul  at  the  lowe.st 
prices  in  our  own  midst.  Sul[»huric  acid,  66°  Banme,  at"  1|  to  2 cents  per  pound, 
which  you  are  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  enters  largely  into  the  refining  operation  of 
bullion,  and  is  theiefore  an  important  factor  in  the  minting  proce.ss.  The  Missouri 
Chemical  4Vorks  are  arranged  upon  a very  extensive  scale,  and  have  for  many  years 
been  the  producers  of  large  quantities  of  chemicals  of  the  very  finest  quality,  so  that 
their  goods  have  become  standard  in  the  markets  of  the  country.  Their  present  ca- 
pacity, they  inform  me,  is  about  three  million  pounds  annually,  which  they  say  can 
at  any  time  be  increased  to  meet  any  demand  which  might  be  made  upon  them. 
They  further  state  that  they  have  fixtures  and  machinery,  at  the  i)resent  time  not  in 
use,  which  Avould  supply  all  the  demands  the  mint  wmiihl  make,  and  in  twenty-four 
hours  they  could  have  this  machinery  in  operation.  The  quantity  of  nitric  acid  now 
used  in  refining  bullion  is  comparatively  small,  but  the  same  company  state  that  they 
are  prepared  to  furnish  it  in  any  quantity  Avhich  may  be  needed,  and  at  sati.sfactory 
prices. 

Zinc,  Avhich  is  also  used  in  the  minling  process,  is  smelted  here  in  several  of  the 
largest  smelting-works  in  the  country,  in  very  large  quantities,  supplying  the  exten- 
.sive  demand  of  the  home  trade,  and  ex])orting  large  amounts  to  other  markets. 

Having  shown,  as  I believe,  conclusively,  that  Saint  Louis  can  furnish  the  cheapest 
fuel,  labor,  and  chemicals  of  any  city  iu  the  West,  I beg  to  say  that  she  offers  in  se- 
■curity  to  the  government  a deculed  jn-eference  over  many  of  the  competing  cities;  in 
fact,  that  at  this  point  are  the  arsenal  grounds  and  Jefferson  Barracks,  at  which,  for 
the  most  part,  are  stationed  troops  who,  in  any  sudden  emergency,  could  protect  the 
valuable  property  contained  in  a mint.  This  fact  Avas  forcibly  illustrated  last  summer, 
when  our  banks,  fearful  of  mob  violence,  })laced  iu  the  vaults  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  large  sums  of  money,  in  order  that  it  should  have  the  protection  of  the 
troops  under  General  Davis,  at  that  time  in  Saint  Louis,  the  police  department  being 
withdrawn  to  protect  the  city  and  county  property  and  the  prisoners. 

We  now  come  to  the  commerce  of  Saint  Lo.iis,  as  showing  that  a city  required  to 
distribute  some  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  in  return  for  the  products  which  uat- 
urally  lind  a market  there  is,  on  this  account,  the  proper  place  for  the  government  to 
furnish  the  coin  by  which  the  exchanges  are  made,  thus  facilitating  the  exchanges  of 
the  country  and  returning  to  the  mining  and  agricultural  regions  the  coin  itself  in 
return  for  the  ])roducts  .sold  in  the  same  market. 

I will  in  this  connection  show  you  the  amount  of  live’ stock  received  at  Saint  Louis 
for  the  year  1S77  (which  I take  from  a statement  showing  the  number  received  for  a 
])criod  of  twelve  years).  The  number  of  cattle  received  was  4 1 1,961) ; of  sheep,  200,502 ; 
of  hogs,  896,319  ] of  horses  and  mules,  22,6.52.  Our  receipts  of  provisions  for  the  same 
year,  1877,  are  on  a correspondingly  large  scale,  being,  in  the  aggregate,  45,482  barrels 
of  pork,  2,310,677  pounds  of  hams^  45,893,295  ])ounds  of  meat,  and  7,087,001  pounds 
of  lard.  Our  packing-houses,  in  the  year  1877,  prepared  for  market  414,747  hogs, 
averaging,  in  gross  weight,  255  pounds  "each,  (‘xclusive  of  the  summer  packing,  which 
covered  102,353  hogs,  avm'agingin  gross  weight  247  ])ounds  each.  Our  receii)ts  of  Hour 
for  the  same  year  amounted  to  1,157,932  barrels;  our  leeeipts  of  corn,  to  11,847,771 
bushels ; our  receipts  of  oats,  to  3, 124,721  bushels  ; of  rye,  to  472,907  bushels ; of  barley, 
to  1,326,490  bushels;  and  of  wheat,  to  8,274,151  bushels. 

We  lia.ve  twenty-six  tlour-mills  in  8alnt  Louis,  with  a daily  ca])acity  of  11, 120 barrels. 
They  made,  iu  the  jiast  year,  1,441,944  barrels  of  Hour.  These,  1 think,  you  will  lind 
the  largest  Hour  statisties  in  our  country.  1 will  give  you  the  receipts  of  groceries,^ 
that  you  may  have  some  opinion  of  the  extent  of  our  trade  iu  that  direction.  Ot 
sugar,  in  1877,  we  received  51,049  hogsheads,  66, 103  barrels,  30,494  boxe.s,  and  6,400 
bags.  Of  coi'n-m<ail  Ave  received,  in  1877,  13>,075  barrels. 

1 now  come  to  an  article,  the  trade  in  Avhich  has  bi^gun  to  develo))  largely  in  our 
city.  The  gross  receipts  of  cotton  at  8;iint  Louis  for  the  cotton  year  ending  August 
31,'  1877,  show  a falling  off,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  26,864  bales.  This 
might  seem  to  indicate  a falling  off  in  cotton  business  iu  our  city,  but  the  very  con- 
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trary  is  tRe  fiict,  for  tbe  net  receipts — that  ls,tlie  amount  liandled  by  our  dealers  and 
compressed  ill  our  warebouses — exceed  those  of  1875-’76  by  8,117  bales.  Tbe  gross 
receipts  would  bave  been  greater  tbau  ever  before  bad  it  not  lu'eu  tbat  certain  restric- 
tions placed  upon  tbe  railroads  as  to  tbe  baudling  of  cotton  diverted  receipts  eastward 
via  Cairo  for  several  montbs. 

Tbe  superiority  of  Saint  Louis  as  a market  bas  now  been  fully  demonstrated  ; and 
tbe  facilities  given  for  the  sale  of  the  staple  and  tlie  purchase  of  supplies  is  uneipialed. 
Our  facilities  for  handling  and  compressing  the  staple  are  not  sur^iassed  anywhere. 
The  Saint  Louis  Cotton  Compress  Company  is  probably  the  most  extensive  establish- 
ment of  the  kind  in  the  world,  covering  an  area  of  eighteen  acres,  and  having  a storage 
capacity,  uuder  cover,  of  75,000  bales,  with  a handling  capacity  of  250,000  bales,  and 
capable  of  compressing  2,000  bales  iier  day.  The  Factors  and  Rrokers’  Cotton  Conptress 
Company  occupies  an  entire  sipiare,  having  a storage  capacity  of  18,000  bales  and  a 
compress  capacity  of  (500  bales  per  day.  Evans  Brothers,  at  their  compress,  have  a 
storage  capacity  of  15,000  bales  and  a powerful  compress  of  000  bah's  capacity  per 
day.  Saint  Louis  is  now  well  established  as  a cotton  mart,  and  has  buyers  constajitly 
in  the  market  from  Eastern  mills,  as  well  as  from  Liverpool  and  other  foreign  markets. 
The  unsurpassed  facilities  for  economical  handling  and  compressing  cotton,  the  liber- 
ality of  our  factors,  and  the  advantages  of  our  city  as  a (h'pot  of  supplies,  all  jioint 
to  a rapid  increase  in  the  trade  in  the  future. 

The  CiiAiKMAX.  Where  does  this  cotton  go  to  ? 

Mr.  Cole.  It  goes  mostly  eastward ; we  manufacture  considerable  there.  A very 
large  amount  goes  east,  on  through  bills  of  lading  to  Liv(n'i»ool  and  other  markets. 

The  Chairman.  It  does  not  go  to  New  Orleans'/ 

Mr.  Cole.  No,  sir ; it  goes  eastward  by  railroad. 

The  Chairman.  Does  none  of  it  go  by  tvay  of  Memphis  or  Atlanta  f 

Mr.  Cole.  No,  sir ; we  have  a small  trade  in  cotton  that  comes  from  those  ])laces, 
but  not  much.  We  get  some  cotton  from  Tennessee,  but  most  of  our  cotton  comes  from 
Texas  and  Arkansas. 

The  Chairman.  By  what  route  does  it  go  east  ? 

Mr.  Cole.  It  takes  the  various  trunk-lines. 

Mr.  MyLDROW.  I suppose  your  numerous  lines  give  you  very  low  rates  ? 

!Mr.  Cole.  Yes,  sir;  we  have  the  benefit  of  competing  lines  and  of  the  lowest  rates. 

!Mr.  Muldrow.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  Saint  Louis  would  not  naturally  be  a 
cotton-market  by  reason  of  its  geographical  position.  . 

^Ir.  Cole.  Tbat  it  can  be  made  a large  cotton-market,  the  receipts  will  show. 

Mr.  Brewer.  A great  deal  of  your  cotton  is  shipped,  I suppose,  by  way  of  tbe  Cana- 
dian route  ? 

Mr.  Cole.  Yes,  sir;  by  all  of  tbe  trunk-lines,  one  or  two  of  which  jro  tbrouo-b 
Canada.  ® 

Saint  Louis  is  destined,  through  her  advantages  resulting  from  her  great  manufac- 
turing interests,  which  are  growing  all  the  time,  to  control  a vast  proi)ortion  of  the 
cotton  which  shall  be  raised  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River.  I will  show 
you  the  receipts  since  1871,  that  you  may  understand  the  magnitude  of  this  interest 
in  this  direction  : In  1871-72,  she  received  35,421  bales  of  cotton ; in  1872-73,  .59,709  ; 
in  1873-74,  103,741 ; in  1874-75,  133,969;  in  1875-76,  244,598;  and  in  1876-77, 217,734 
bales. 

Now  we  come  to  tobacco.  Wo  stand  pre-eminently  forth  as  one  of  the  greatest 
markets  of  the  country.  I have  here  our  receipts  for  many  years,  and  shall  give  you 
therefrom  our  receipts  for  the  yenr  1877.  In  that  year  wo  received  28,064  hogsheads 
of  tobacco,  and  that  I suppose  is  fully  etpial  to  three-fourths  of  the  amount  of  the  crop 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  in  one  of  her  best  seasons. 

Now,  lead.  The  change  that  has  been  Avrought  since  the  discovery  and  develop- 
ment of  the  argentiferous  deposits  of  lead-ores  in  the  Territories,  in  the  jiroduction 
and  consequent  commercial  value  of  the  x)ig-lead,  is  x>erfectly  marvelous  and  almost 
beyond  comprehension.  From  being  large  importers  of  j)ig-lead,  Ave  have  in  the  in- 
calculable short  space  of  tAvo  or  three  years  reached  that  xioiiit  Avherc  Ave  are  actually 
knocking  at  the  doors  of  our  transatlantic  neiglibors  for  a market  for  the  already 
overproduction  of  our  mines;  and  Ave  are  at  the  present  time  i)roducing  fully  10  to  15 
per  cent,  more  lead  than  there  is  being  consumed  in  the  country.  The  fact  of  this 
oA^erproduction  has  the  tendency  of  depressing  the  markets  of  the  country  to  the  ex- 
tent Avhich  makes  it  questionable  as  to  Iioav  long  this  state  of  things  may  continue  or 
how  long  the  article  may  rule  Avithont  materially  affecting  the  production  thereof. 
The  extreme  low  figures  at  Avhich  x»ig-lead  is  and  has  been  ruling  for  some  months  has 
had  the  desired  effect  of  stopping  foreign  importation,  Avhich  Avas  being  used  exclus- 
ively for  the  manufacture  of  fixed  ammunition  for  the  use  of  our  Turco-Russian 
friends  and  others,  by  virtue  of  the  Treasury  draAvback  allowed  thereon  Avhen  re-ex- 
Xiorted,  in  addition  to  large  shipments  (of  Avhich  one  of  a thousand  tons  is  now  being 
made)  from  &an  Francisco  to  the  Chinese  market.  The  new  and  extensive  develox>- 
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meiits  made  and  constantly  bcin<>'  made  tliiongli  Soutlnvcst  Missouri,  Kansas,  and 
Arkansas,  and  the  contignity  of  the  Territorial  mines  to  Saint  Louis,  is  destined  at 
no  distant  day  to  make  her  the  largest  and  most  noted  idg-lead  market  not  only  in 
the  United  States,  but  in  the  known  commereial  world. 

There  has  been  a considerable  falling  off  in  the  local  consumption  during  the  j>ast 
year,  attributable  mainly  to  the  long-continued  and  extreme  depression  of  all  manu- 
facturing interests  throughout  the  entire  country  ; but  with  a return  of  ])rospcrous 
times  the  demand  will  doubtless  increase  largely,  and  the  consumi)tion  in  the  future 
greater  each  year. 

The  four  white-lead  factories  in  this  city  manufactured  during  the  year  about  10,.500 
tons  of  white  lead. 

I will  now  give  you  the  receipts  in  pigs  since  1875,  the  pigs  weighing  80  pounds 
each:  In  1875,  579,202  ; in  1876,  665,557;  and  in  1877,  790,028. 

Wo  received  of  wool,  in  1877,  15,521,975  pounds  ; of  hides,  184,485  pieces  and  106,641 
bundles;  of  hay,  we  received  522,344  bales.  I tind  that  the  freights  received  by  the 
railroads  at  Saint  Louis  in  1877  amounted  to  3,464,388  tons;  the  c(pial  of  60  freight- 
trains  of  20  cars  each  daily  for  300  days. 

The  CiiAiKMAX.  What  amount  in  money  would  this  1)C  ? 

Mr.  Cole.  I have  not  juade  an  estimate  of  it.  It  would  be  probably  about  $200,000,000. 

The  Chairman.  I mean  the  amount  of  freights  paid  in  money.  I wish  to  know  the 
rates,  in  order  to  see  how  the  cutting  down  of  the  rates  afiected  the  rcccii)ts. 

Mr.  Cole.  I could  not  give  the  various  rates  of  freight;  they  vary  with  the  sea- 
sons and  with  circumstances. 

I have  here  before  me  the  transactions  at  the  custom-house,  which  show  that  the  duties 
collected  during  the  past  live  years  amounted  to  $7,233,982.04.  That  branch  of  the 
government  is  yearly  increasing  its  receipts,  and  has  been  for  the  past  live  years. 

Our  post-oflice  has  a large  business.  In  1877  the  mail-letters  delivered  numbered 
9,878,658;  mail  postal  cards,  1,259,976;  drop-letters,  1,324,473;  drop  postal  cards, 
1,013,729  ; mail  papers  and  circulars,  4,199,861 ; total  money- orders,  $8,704,163.20. 

The  exchanges  are  obliged  to  be  made  largely  with  us,  and  for  tliis  reason,  I think, 
we  are  naturally  such  a place  as  will  enable  the  government  to  secure  substantial  ad- 
vantages in  its  coinage,  not  only  as  being  less  expensive,  but  more  advantageous  to 
the  i)co])lc.  This  is  what  I have  undertaken  to  show. 

I would  here  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  in  our  machine- 
shops  we  can  build  all  the  machinery  required  for  the  mint  at  the  lowest  price,  and  in 
cas(*.  of  breakage  can  repair  tlie  same  in  the  shortest  jmssible  time. 

These  figures  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  immense  traffic  in  the  staples  of  human 
supply  and  industry  ; but  they  are  only  a few  of  the  numerous  articles  of  their  classes 
which  flow  into  our  commerce,  and  all  of  which  here  find  a ready  consumptive  or  ex- 
porting market ; all  of  Avhich,  to  the  value  of  millions  of  dollars  annually,  must  be 
paid  for  in  some  way,  either  in  the  supplies  of  other  articles  or  in  remittances  of  cash, 
as  I have  before  stated. 

We  have  32  banks,  with  a capital  of  $13,058,210,  their  loans  and  discounts  and 
bonds  amounting  to  .$28,990,322;  their  savings  and  time  deposits  to  $7,971,693  ; iheir 
current  deposits  to  $19,139,231;  their  cash  and  exchanges  to  $9,041,974.  By  this  it 
will  bo  seen  that  our  own  home  capital  is  abundant,  and  rates  of  interest  therefore 
low,  money  being  readily  obtained  at  from  6 to  8 per  cent. 

Committee  adiourned,  and  further  hearing  of  Mr.  Cole  i)ostponed  until  Wednesdav, 
the  26th  March. 

Wednesday,  March  26,  1878. 

(Remarks  of  Mr.  Cole  continued.) 

Mr.  CiLViKMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN:  I siiuifiy  wisli  to  sliow  by  another  comparison  the 
health  statistics  of  our  city.  Your  honored  and  learned  chairman  was  pleased  to  ask 
me  a question  respecting  that  ])oint.  I have  l)efore  mo  the  health  report  of  the  Ger- 
man Empire,  ])ublished  at  Berlin  on  the  4th  of  February  of  this  year.  Tlieso  reports 
are  the  standard  reports  of  the  world.  8omo  of  the  cities  marked  are  made  up  to  the 
5th  of  January,  as  Chicago  and  Philadel])hia,  and  others  up  to  the  29th  of  December. 
I am  much  gratified  in  looking  over  this  report  to  find  that  the  comparison  more  than 
sustains  that  made  under  the  ausi)ices  of  the  Brooklyn  board  of  health.  I will  read 
you  a few  for  the  fourth  week  in  the  nionth  of  January,  1878. 

The  CiiAiitMAN.  Does  that  column  give  the  per  cent,  of  mortality  annually. 

^Ir.  Cole.  No,  sir;  it  is  a weekly  statement.  In  determining  the  ordinary  state  of 
health  throughout  the  world,  for  all  practical  purposes  of  comparison,  the  report  for 
one  week  is  a test. 

The  per  cent,  of  mortality  at  Paris  the  24tli  of  January  was  27.5  ; at  lamdoii  on  the 
26th  .January,  27.2;  at  Glasgow  the  26th  January,  26.(5;  at  Livei’jtool  the  same  date, 
27;  at  Birmingham  the  2(5th  January,  24.2;  at  Manchcst(‘r  the  same  date,  26.3;  at 
Stockholm  Ihc  12th  January,  24.1;  at  New  York,  December  29,  22.7;  at  Brooklyn, 
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l)ccem])cr ’22,  IG ; at  rhna(leli)liia,  January  5,  1S,(! ; at  ]5oston,  22d  Drcoinber,  IG ; at 
Cliicajj,o,  5th  January,  12.5;  at  New  Orleans,  22d  December,  27.7;  at  San  Francisco, 
2lhh  December,  15. G;  and  at  Saint  Louis,  2‘Jtli  December,  8.3 — the  latter  being  the 
lowest  on  tlio  whole  list. 

The  Cn.MKMAX.  The  estimates  are  not  made,  I understand  yon,  for  the  same  week  ? 

Mr.  Coi.K.  No,  sir;  they  are  made  on  reports  obtained  as  near  the  same  date  as  inac- 
ticable.  The  29th  of  December  was  as  late  as  they  could  procure  a report  from  Saint 
Louis  in  time  for  tabulation. 

Mr.  Bkkwku.  Do  the  Brooklyn  tables  give  the  rate  of  mortality  for  more  than  a 
week  ? 

Mr.  Cole.  They  give  ns  the  annual  rate. 

The  Cii.vm.MAX.  Give  the  annual  rate  in  New  Orleans  from  the  Brooklyn  tables. 


IMr.  Cole.  It  is  22. 

The  CiiAiUMAX.  AVliat  is  it  in  Saint  Louis? 

!Mr.  Cole.  It  is  9.G5;  8.3  per  the  weekly  Berlin  rej)ort. 

Mr.  Brewer.  AVhat  is  it  in  Detroit  or  in  Chicago  ? 

]\Ir.  Cole.  Detroit  or  Chicago  is  not  given  in  the  Brooklyn  re])ort. 

I’lie  Chairmax.  From  that  report  it  seems  that  New  Orleans  is  healthier  than  New 
York  and  Brooklyn. 

Mr.  Cole.  Yes,  sir.  If  the  vital  statistics  were  collected  thev  would  bo  much  in 
favor  of  the  South  ; yon  would  tlnd  less  mortality  than  in  the  North.  I think,  taking 
the  old  line  recognized  between  the  North  and  the  South,  you  would  liud  a marked 
percentage  in  favor  of  the  South.  Indeed,  I know  it. 

I desire  now  to  speak  of  our  reduction-works  at  Saint  Louis.  I have  not  within 
reach  at  this  time  the  statements  of  the  Saint  Louis  Smelting  and  Rclining  Company 
for  the  past  year.  This,  however,  I do  know,  that  its  business  has  been  of  very 
largely-increased  proportions  over  that  of  any  past  year  ; and  that,  in  1875,  8,000  tons 
of  gold  and  silver  ore  and  bar  bullion,  worth  between  two  and  one-half  and  three 
millions  of  dollars,  were  worked,  reduced,  and  relined  at  Saint  Louis.  This  i)roduct 
is  largely  increased  since,  and  the  establishment  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  United  States. 

I think  I have  now  shown  the  following  facts  : 

First.  That  we  are  the  most  healthy  city  in  the  world. 

Second.  That  wo  have  the  cheapest  fuel  west  of  Pittsburgh  in  the  United  States. 

Third.  That  we  have  the  cheapest  rents. 

Fourth.  That  we  have  the  cheapest  labor. 

Fifth.  That  we  have  the  cheapest  food. 

Sixth.  That  we  have  the  cheapest  chemicals  and  metals  entering  into  minting  op- 
erations. 

Seventh.  That  we  have  the  largest  distributing  capacity  at  the  lowest  rates. 

Eighth.  That  we  are  nearer  to  the  largest  population  of  the  interior  \Yest. 

Ninth.  That  we  have  abundant  capital ; and, 

Tenth.  We  would  mention,  as  an  additiomil  inducement  for  the  location  of  the  mint 
at  SaintLouis,  that  the  government  already  owns  in  this  city  i)roperty  admiralily  adapt- 
ed to  that  use.  The  old  custom-house  and  post-office  building,  a photograph  of  which  is 
herewith  submitted,  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  buildings  ever  erected  by  the  gov- 
ernment. The  plans  were  made  in  Washington,  under  the  supervision  of  !Major  Bow- 
man, then  topographical  engineer,  and  the  building  was  superintended  by  Thomas 
W alsh,  of  Saint  Louis.  In  size  it  is  125  feet  deep  by  aboiit  80  feet  front,  and  three  stories 
high  over  Third  street  and  two  stories  under  it,  making  in  all  live  stories  high.  The 
style  of  architecture  is  Roman,  with  a heavy  rusticated  basement,  suj)])orted  by  Co- 
rinthian columns  and  pilasters  Hanking  the  facades,  and  having  a bold  and  massive 
})ortico  in  front  surmounted  by  a iiediment.  The  building  throughout  is  lire-proof, 
the  beams  and  girders  being  of  iron,  with  brick  arches  turned  or  put  in  between  them. 

For  such  ]>urposcs  as  are  rerpiired  for  the  mint  no  more  suitable  building  can  be  had, 
both  for  light  and  ventilation,  by  a small  change  in  the  interior.  It  is  lighted  exter- 
nally on  the  four  sides,  and  as  it  is  internally  divided  into  live  bays  or  si)ans  by  rows 
of  iron  columns,  the  center  span  can  be  cut  out  or  removed  so  as  to  form  a rectangular 
court  lighted  from  the  roof  by  a large  iron  sky-light,  lighting  up  the  whole  interior; 
and  iron  galleries  can  be  constructed  encircling  the  court,  so  as  to  admit  of  entrances 
to  each  apartment.  This  building  will  be  vacated  on  the  completion  of  the  custom- 
house now  being  erected.  If  atemporai’y  building  should  be  needed,  however,  before 
the  completion  of  the  new  government  house,  two  or  three  suitable  ones  can  be  ob- 
tained at  reasonable  rentals. 

If,  therefore,  your  committee  should,  as  we  ho])e  you  may,  select  our  city  as  the  lo- 
cation, we  believe  that  within  ninety  days  thercatter  the  mint  may  be  in  complete  and 
successful  oj)eratiou. 

In  locating  the  mint,  the  government  will  doubtless  have  in  view  not  merely  the 
convenience  of  regions  now  largely  yielding,  but  the  development  of  others  to  the 
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soutliward.  It  is  believed  that  our  great  deposits  of  ore  grow  richer  as  they  approach 
the  Mexican  border,  and  that  our  richest  mines  will  yet  be  found  when  those  deposits 
near  our  southern  frontier  shall  have  been  pierced  by  the  extension  of  tlie  Atlantic 
and  Pacitic  and  Texas  and  Pacihc  Railroads.  At  no  distant  day  a vast  supply  of 
precious  metals  mn.y  be  expected  from  this  (piarter,  and  this  product,  whether  shipped 
by  the  Atlantic  and  Pacitic  Railroad  terminating  here,  or  by  roads  running  southward 
from  Denver,  will  be  delivered  here  at  less  cost  than  at  any  other  proposed  location. 

Valuable  mines  have  also  begun  to  yield  in  Arkansas  and  Texas.  Now,  it  will  not 
be  overlooked  that  the  products  of  the  Northern  States  of  Old  Mexico,  by  competent 
judges  declared  to  be  the  richest  of  all  the  Mexican  States  in  mineral  deposits,  will 
naturally  seek  an  outlet  by  these  railroads,  if  invited  by  a mint  and  the  attendant 
smelting  and  retiuing  works  at  this  city. 

I find  that  the  gold  and  silver  products  of  this  latter  country,  from  1521  to  1804, 
were  12,027,952,000;  from  1804  to  1848,  were  |7(i8, 188,420 ; from  1848  to  1874,  were 
8702,000,000.  These  fabulous  sums  are  but  the  rivulets  of  that  golden  and  silvery 
stream  which  is  yet  to  tlow  in  unbroken  channels  and  increasing  power  as  our  already- 
projected  lines  of  railway  enter  farther  and  farther  into  this  womlrous  country,  which, 
under  a stable  government  and  the  aid  of  late  processes,  Avill  surely  astonish  the 
world,  and  through  which  our  vast  indebtedness  will  be  easily,  i^rornptly,  and  faith- 
fully paid  to  the  last  farthing,  leaving  us  even  then  the  mistress  of  the  world  in  the 
hidden  wealth  of  i)recious  metals,  the  vestibules  of  which  we  will  only  then  have 
penetrated.  Saint  Louis  is  the  natural  gateway  to  this  great  treasury  of  the  world, 
already  penetrating  it  by  several  of  her  direct  railways,  and  so  wondrously  situated 
as  to  control  it  hy  her  capital,  enterprise,  and  indomitable  energy.  Here,  among  these 
Avilderness  wastes,  she  tirst  struck  hands,  as  I have  shown,  with  the  Indian  tribes 
who  roamed  wild  and  free  over  these  now  productive  lields  of  metallic  riches.  Here 
she  still  holds  commercial  sway  by  right  of  eminent  domain.  Here  she  proposes  to 
develop  those  industries  which  Avill  make  her  the  seat  of  a wealth  which  shall  eclipse 
the  Montezumas  in  their  highest  glory.  Here,  by  your  permission,  she  will  stamp  into 
convenient  coin  untold  millions,  to  discharge  the  debts  of  the  i)Cople,  the  corporations, 
the  municipalities,  the  States,  and  the  nation. 

In  closing,  permit  me  to  eall  your  attention  to  the  report  of  Dr.  II.  R.  Linderman, 
of  December  11,  1875,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  response  to  a Senate  reso- 
lution of  February  27,  1875,  asking  “information  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of 
a branch  mint  in  the  Western  States  on  the  Mississippi  Valley.” 

This  extract  is  taken  from  Dr.  Liuderman’s  report,  Avhich  I have  here.  After  speak- 
ing of  Indianapolis,  he  says:  “The  city  of  Saint  Louis,  being  situated  nearer  the 
center  of  the  valley  than  any  other  principal  city  or  railroad  center  ])Ossessing  equal 
advantages  in  other  respects  for  conducting  coinage  operations,  would  ai)pear  to  be 
the  proper  location  for  the  establishment  of  a thoroughly-equipped  mint  of  a capacity 
for  both  gold  and  silver  coinage  equal  to  the  requirements  of  the  present  and  future.” 

Gentlemen,  I am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  attention,  and  am  only 
sorry  that  I have  taken  so  much  of  your  valuable  time. 

The  CiiAiii.M.vx.  How  far  has  the  building  of  the  new  custom-house  and  post-office 
progressed '! 

Mr.  COLK.  They  are  now  raising  the  last  story,  that  is,  the  short  story  next  to  the 
roof;  I had  hoped  we  should  have  got  it  under  roof  this  year. 

The  CiiAHiMAN.  Has  the  appropriation  been  made  covering  the  whole,  or  do  you 
depend  upon  further  appro])riatioiis  ? 

Mr.  Cole.  We  are  depending  on  further  appropriations.  The  probabilities  are  that 
we  shall  receive  the  same  appropriation  which  our  neighboring  cities  receive,  which 
Avill  Amry  nearly  put  the  roof  on.  If  this  building  Avas  completed,  the  present  one  is 
admirably  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  a mint,  on  account  of  its  location,  its  strength, 
and  its  general  interior  capacity.  If  not  so  used,  it  Avill  have  to  l)e  sold.  I do  not 
knoAv  Avhat  the  government  Avill  do  with  it.  To  sell  it  Avould  be  at  an  enormous  sac- 
rifice. 

The  Cir-AiuAiAN.  Why  Avas  the  new  building  erected  for  a custom-house  and  post- 
office? 

Mr.  Cole.  The  first  one  Avas  entirely  too  small  for  the  greatly  increased  and  in- 
creasing demands  of  the  government. 

The  CiiAiR.AiAX.  Do  you  think  the  authorities  there  Avould  furnish  a building  for 
the  gOAmrument  until,  the  neAv  building  being  completed,  this  buihling  is  vacated  ! 

Mr.  Cole.  Yes,  sir;  I think  they  or  our  people  Avould  most  cheerfully. 

Mr.  BuEWEit.  Does  the  United  States  court  meet  in  this  building? 

Mr.  Cole.  Yes,  sir.  I am  satisfied  that  the  citizens  Avould  undertake  to  furnish  the 
necessary  building  until  the  new  custom-house  is  completed.  The  old  buihling  can- 
not be  used  for  any  commercial  pmq)oses  ou  account  of  its  peculiar  construction. 

The  CiiAiHMAX.  Do  you  know  the  cost  of  this  building  (the  present  custom-bouse)  ? 

Mr.  CoLio.  I <lo  not  know  the  cost.  I xmesume  it  was  probably  two  or  two  and  a 
half  laillioiis  of  dollars. 
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Mr.  Rreaver.  Is  it  situated  in  the  husiness  portion  of  your  city  ? 

Ml’.  Cole.  It  is  on  one  of  the  most  fro(inented  thoroujjlifares  of  the  eity. 

Mr.  Brewer.  AVould  it  not,  if  you  were  to  put  macliiuery  in  it  to  ho  propelled  hy 
steam,  create  a nuisance  ? 

^Ir.  Cole.  Not  at  all.  We  have  running  in  that  vicinity  many  large  printing  es- 
tahli.shmeuts  run  hy  steam,  and  nohody  complains. 

The  CiiATRMAX.  Of  what  material  is  this  building  composed? 

Mr.  Cole.  It  is  of  stone — cut  stone. 

Committee  adjourned. 
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